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What is Sustainability? 

The concept of sustainability 
is composed of three pillars: 
economic, environmental, 
and social—also known 
informally as profits, planet, 
and people.



What is Sustainable Development? 

Sustainable Development, as defined in 1987 by the 
Brundtland Commission (formally known as the W orld 
Commission on Environment and Development 
(W CED).
“Development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.”





TheSustainable Development 

Goals are our shared vision to end 

poverty, rescue the planet and 

build a peaceful world. 



Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
The Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs) are a collection of 17 global 
goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable 
future for all". The SDGs, set in 20 15 by the United Nations General 
Assembly and intended to be achieved by the year 20 30 , are part of 
UN Resolution 70 / 1, the 20 30  Agenda.

The goals are broad based and interdependent. They each have a list of 
targets which are measured with indicators. In an effort to make the SDGs 
successful, data on the 17 goals has been made available in an easily-
understood form. A variety of tools exist to track and visualize progress 
towards the goals.



The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are:
GOALS: A set of 17 goals for the world’s future, through 20 30

TARGETS: Backed up by a set of 169 detailed Targets

DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE: Negotiated over a two- year period at the United Nations. The open working 
group of representatives from 70  countries published a final draft in July 20 14. The draft was presented to 
the UN general assembly in September 20 14. Member states negotiated and the document was voted on in 
August 20 15.

W ORLD- VIEW : The UN conducted a series of “global conversations”. These included 11 thematic and 83 
national consultations, and door- to- door surveys. The UN also launched an online My W orld survey asking 
people to prioritize the areas they’d like to see addressed in the goals. The results of the consultations were 
fed into the working group’s discussions. 

They tried to legitimize the process after failing to do so with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 
casting a broad net for input. 



Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

Each goal is supported by 21 specific targets and more than 60  indicators.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – which range from halving extreme poverty rates to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education, all by the target date of 2015 – form a blueprint agreed to by all the world’s countries and all the world’s leading development institutions. They have galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the world’s poorest. The UN is also working with governments, civil society and other partners to build on the momentum generated by the MDGs and carry on with an ambitious post-2015 development agenda UN has called the MDGs ‘the most successful anti-poverty movement in history’







2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

W ith only ten years left to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, world 
leaders at the SDG Summit in September 20 19 called for a decade of action 
and delivery for sustainable development, and pledged to mobilize financing, 
enhance national implementation and strengthen institutions to achieve the 
Goals by the target date of 20 30 , leaving no one behind.

At the core of the 20 20 - 20 30  decade is the need for action to tackle 
growing poverty, empower women and girls, and address the climate 
emergency.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/




2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
A shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now 
and into the future. 

They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-
in-hand with strategies that improve health and education, reduce 
inequality, and spur economic growth – all while tackling climate change 
and working to preserve our oceans and forests.



The UNSecretary- General called on all sectors of society to mobilize for a decade of 
action on three levels:
• global action to secure greater leadership, more resources and smarter solutions for the 

Sustainable Development Goals;

• local action embedding the needed transitions in the policies, budgets, institutions and regulatory 
frameworks of governments, cities and local authorities; 

• people action, including by youth, civil society, the media, the private sector, unions, academia
and other stakeholders, to generate an unstoppable movement pushing for the required 
transformations.

Numerous civil society leaders and organizations have also called for a “super year of 
activism” to accelerate progress on the Sustainable Development Goals, urging world 
leaders to redouble efforts to reach the people furthest behind, support local action 
and innovation, strengthen data systems and institutions, rebalance the relationship 
between people and nature, and unlock more financing for sustainable development.







AASHE STARS



AASHE STARS
• Academics (AC): Curriculum, Research

• Engagement (EN): Campus Engagement, Public Engagement

• Operations (OP): Air & Climate, Buildings, Energy, Food & Dining, Grounds, 
Purchasing, Transportation, W aste, W ater

• Planning & Administration (PA): Coordination & Planning, Diversity & 
Affordability, Investment & Finance, W ellbeing & W ork

• Innovation & Leadership (IN)

Because the two frameworks share a similar intent and scope, at a very high level an 
institution’s STARS score or rating can be used to demonstrate progress towards 
supporting the SDGs.



UNLV SUSTAINABILITY – 20 11 & 20 15 



TONS OF MATERIALS RECYCLED BETWEEN 2  
AND 2018



DRIVE UP AND DROP OFF



INVESSEL COMPOSTER



ON- SITE COMPOSTING



Each hydration station™ can help 
reduce as many as 36,000 standard 
16.9 oz. bottles PER YEAR!!!!



CUPANION: Fill, Scan & Win



CUPANION: Fill, Scan & Win



SOLAR ENERGY 
The 160  kW  PV array is the College of Urban 
Affairs signature design feature. This system uses 
Sharp 167 watt solar modules that are mounted on 
a custom solar support structure that provides 
shade for the building while producing over 15% of 
the building’s energy consumption. 

The PV system earned LEED points for On‐Site 
Renewable Energy, helping it become the first 
LEED certified building at UNLV and achieved 
LEED Gold. 

Note: SEB is LEED silver and new Hotel building 
will be LEED silver ( certification paid by donors)



SOLAR ENERGY 

In total, UNLV has 1.4 megawatts 
of generation capacity on 14 
arrays. Largest array is a 350 KPV 
unit on MPE roof. 20 16 
production was 1,635,0 0 0  kW h. 



❑ Since 2000, UNLV has reduced the amount of energy and water used on campus while 
increasing the square footage of buildings maintained. There has been a 74 percent reduction in 
water use/ sf and a 36 percent reduction in energy use/ sf during this time period.

❑ UNLV has replaced more than 1.3 million square feet of turf grass with water saving desert 
landscape. 75 million gallons of water is saved at a savings of $250 ,0 0 0  per year. 

❑ Campus- wide conversion of T8 fluorescent tubes to LED interior lighting was completed last 
fiscal year. The ROI was 1.5 years. 65,0 0 0  tubes replaced. 32 watt lights down to 13 – 19 watt 
LEDS. 

❑ Outdoor lights converted from HID 250  watt lights to LED 75 watt lights. Tropicana garage was 
20 0  watt HID was converted to 77 watt LEDs. And they have motion sensors that reduce them to 
20  watts when no one is in the area. 

❑ W indow tinting to decrease building temperatures. 

❑ The upgrade of the science corridor physical plant including a new energy efficient chiller and the 
installation of extremely efficient energy valves.



❑ 10 Electric charging stations installed since 2013 
❑ Annual kW h used = 25,763
❑ Annual reduction in GHG Emissions = 10 ,820  kg (23854 pounds) 
❑ Usage is up 33% in 20 17 so far

CHARGING STATIONS



ZIP CARS
Zipcar, a car- sharing service that offers on- demand cars by the hour or day, is now being offered at UNLV to 
students, staff, and faculty.

How It W orks
❑ Purchase a membership. Zipcar runs a thorough driving record check upon applying.
❑ Once approved, you will receive your Zipcard in less than a week and can reserve a car online or on your 

phone for as short as an hour or as long as seven days.
❑ Let yourself into the car with your Zipcard; the keys are already in the car.
❑ Drive away. Return the Zipcar to the same reserved parking spot at the end of your reservation. Gas, 

insurance, maintenance, and 180  miles/ day are included in every reservation.

http://zipcar.com/unlv


Think Globally. Act Locally.
“If we truly believe that these Global Goals are 
valuable, why wouldn’t we want to be a part of 
the implementation process?”



Tara Pike
UNLV Sustainability Coordinator 
& Recycling Manager
tara.pike@unlv.edu
70 2- 895- 3760

mailto:tara.pike@unlv.edu


More people around the world are living better lives compared to just a 
decade ago. More people have access to better healthcare, decent work, 
and education than ever before. But inequalities and climate change are 
threatening to undo the gains. Investment in inclusive and sustainable 
economies can unleash significant opportunities for shared prosperity. And 
the political, technological and financial solutions are within reach. But much 
greater leadership and rapid, unprecedented changes are needed to align 
these levers of change with sustainable development objectives.

#ForPeopleForPlanet
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